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the noble great vehicle sutra destroyer of the vajra of the perfection of insight.
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homage to all the buddhas and bodhisattvas.
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thus did i hear at one time:
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the blessed one was dwelling in jeta grove, anathapindadas park at sravasti,
together with a great sangha of, monks and a great assembly of bodhisattvas.
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in the morning the blessed one donned his lower garment and dharma robes,
and, carrying his alms bowl, he set out to beg alms in the great city of sravasti.
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after the blessed one had gone for alms in the great city of sravasti, he finished
his alms round.
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he prepared food, put down his alms bowl and dharma robes, and bathed his
mouth.
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sitting cross-legged on the seat that had been arranged, he settled his mind and
remained focused.
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many monks then approached the blessed one and bowed their heads to his
feet.
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he circumambulated the blessed one three times and then took a seat at one
side.
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at that time, senior sudbhuti was among the assembled in that very retinue.
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then senior sudbhuti rose from his seat.
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draped his shawl over one shoulder, and knelt on his right knee.
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joining his palms, he bowed toward the blessed one and said,
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blessed one, it is marvelous that the tathagata, the arhat, the perfectly enlight-

ened buddha has imparted to bodhisattva great beings whatever sublime means

of benefiting them, as well as all the supreme means of imparting them to the
tathagatas, arhats, genuinely perfect buddhas.
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blissful one, this is marvelous.
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blessed one, how should those who have entered the bodhisattvadyana abide?
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how should one practice it?
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how should one embrace the mind?
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the blessed one replied to senior sudbhuti,
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well said, sudbhuti, well said.
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sudbhuti, it is so. it is just as you say. the tathagata has performed a supreme
act of benefiting bodhisattva great beings.
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the thus-gone one has entrusted bodhisattva great beings with a supreme en-
trustment.
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so, sudbhuti, listen well and keep in mind what i am about to say.
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ishall explain to you how those who have entered the bodhisattvadyana should
abide, how they should practice, and how their minds should be absorbed.
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so it is, said the venerable sudbhuti. and he listened as the blessed one had

instructed.
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the blessed one replied,
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in this regard, sudbhuti, those who have embarked on the vehicle of the bod-
hisattvas will attain final nirvana in the realm of the transcendence of suffering
where no matter how many beings are included within it-whether they are born
from an egg, born from moisture, or born miraculously, whether they possess
physical forms, or whether they are non-physical, perceptible, or neither per-
ceptible nor non-perceptible-all that is designated as a sentient being by means
of the imputation of the aggregates.
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they should think, although immeasurable sentient beings have attained com-

plete nirvana in this manner, there is no sentient being at all who will attain
final nirvana.
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why is that?
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sudbhuti, it is because when bodhisattvas entertain the notion of sentient be-
ings, they are not designated as such.
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why is that?
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sudbhuti, it is because anyone who engages in the notion of sentient beings,
life force, or person cannot be called a bodhisattva.
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again, sudbhuti, bodhisattvas practice generosity without fixation on anything.
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they practice generosity without dwelling on the dharma.
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they practice generosity without dwelling on physical forms.
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they practice generosity without dwelling on sounds, odors, tastes, tangibles,
and mental phenomena.
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sudbhuti, bodhisattvas practice generosity in such a way that they do not fixate
on the perception of marks.
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why is that?
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sudbhuti, it is because the accumulation of merit of bodhisattvas who dispense
generosity without fixation is not easy to measure.
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sudbhuti, do you think that it would be easy to measure the expanse of space
in the east?
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no, blessed one, it is not.
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the blessed one replied, in the same way,
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west, north, above, below, and in the intermediate directions. is it easy to
measure the space in the ten directions?
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no, blessed one, it does not, replied subhuti.
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the blessed one replied, in the same way, sudbhuti, it is not easy to calculate
the accumulation of merit by bodhisattvas who dispense generosity without
fixation.
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do you think, sudbhuti, that the tathagata should be regarded by means of the
excellence of the major marks?
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no, blessed one, it is not.
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because of their excellent marks, they do not consider themselves thus-gone
ones.
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why is that?
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because the perfect marks described by the thus-gone one are not perfect
marks.
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the blessed one replied to senior sudbhuti,
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sudbhuti, that is how perfect the major marks would be.
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it is as unobservable as the absence of perfect marks.
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in this way you should regard the thus-gone ones as marks and marksless.
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then senior sudbhuti asked the blessed one,
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blessed one, when the sacred dharma is in decline in the final five hundred

years of the future, do some beings perceive this discourse as authentic?
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sudbhuti, replied the bodhisattva great being, if in the future, during the final

five hundred years, when the sacred dharma is being destroyed, you should

not say that any sentient being will perceive this teaching of the sutras to be
genuine.
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they are endowed with good qualities and insight.
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sudbhuti, great bodhisattva beings do not serve or generate roots of virtue with
one buddha.
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sudbhuti, great bodhisattva beings appear who venerate many hundreds of

thousands of buddhas and generate roots of virtue in their presence.
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sudbhuti, the tathagatas know those who have just a single moment of faith in
the teaching of this discourse.
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sudbhuti, these things are seen by the tathagatas.
m'r{gfx'&fsw%ﬁ'?ﬁﬂ'ﬂ&t\t’éﬁnl\?ﬁ&m'@'g:‘:?r\uq'@’343'41'ngﬁ%«n@gﬁqm@ﬂ

sudbhuti, all those sentient beings will generate and attract an immeasurable
heap of merit.
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why is that?
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sudbhuti, great bodhisattva beings do not entertain the notion of a self, nor do
they perceive sentient beings.
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it does not conceive of a soul, nor does it entertain any notion of a person.
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sudbhuti, great bodhisattva beings do not perceive phenomena as phenomena,
nor do they perceive them as non-phenomena.
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they will not enter into neither conception nor non-perception.
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why is that?
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sudbhuti, it is because when great bodhisattva beings entertain the notion of
phenomena, they will cling to their own selves, to sentient beings, to life force,
and to persons.
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if they entertain the notion of non-dharma, they will cling to self and to beings.
YAy REgarR| AR GREFNRRGRARETE|

it is because they cling to the life force and to persons.
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why is that?
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again, sudbhuti, bodhisattvas should not hold the sacred doctrine to be erro-
neous.
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it is because neither dharma nor non-dharma can be grasped.
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so it is that, with this in mind, the thus-gone one has said, those who know
the dharma discourse like a raft should forsake even phenomena, let alone
non-phenomena.
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moreover, the blessed one replied to senior sudbhuti as follows:
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sudbhuti, do you think that the tathagatas attain manifestly perfect buddhahood
in unsurpassed, genuinely perfect enlightenment?
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when the thus-gone one had said this, did he teach any dharma?
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then, senior sudbhuti asked the blessed one,
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blessed one, as i understand the meaning of what you have said, there is noth-
ing at all that the thus-gone one has fully awakened to unsurpassed and perfect
buddhahood.
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there is nothing at all that the thus-gone one has taught.
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why is that?
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that the thus-gone one has attained manifestly perfect buddhahood with respect
to anything is ungraspable and indescribable.
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this is because it is neither dharma nor non-dharma.
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why is that?
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because noble beings are distinguished by the unconditioned.
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the blessed one asked, sudbhuti, what do you think?
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suppose a noble son or daughter were to fill this world system of the great
trichiliocosm with the seven precious substances.
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on that basis, do those noble sons or daughters generate many heaps of merit?
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yes, blessed one, they would, replied subhuti.
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blissful one, i have many sons or daughters of good family.
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on that basis, those sons of enlightened heritage would generate many heaps
of merit.
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why is that?
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blessed one, it is because the heap of merit itself is without aggregates.
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that is why the thus-gone one has called the aggregate of merit a heap of merit.
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the blessed one replied, sudbhuti, a noble son or daughter may fill this world

system of the great trichiliocosm with the seven precious substances and give

it away.
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whoever retains even a single four-line verse from this dharma teaching and
teaches it correctly to others,
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this caused him to generate an immeasurably greater, countless, and unfath-
omable heap of merit.
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why is that?
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sudbhuti, the unsurpassable, perfectly complete enlightenment of the tatha-
gatas, arhats, genuinely perfect buddhas originates from this.
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because the blessed buddhas have also arisen from this.
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why is that?
x:!'ﬂéx&r«\x'@N'@'gm'g\aw&\ta«g&r@'gmgﬂm'@N'gn’%'&r«\i'@N‘@'gm'f‘\'ﬁq'&ﬁuri\uaqqﬁqk\mm'qg:&'u&'@x@}
sudbhuti, it is because the qualities of buddhahood have been taught by the
tathagatas to be non-existent.

Rgsra g & gasRagy]

that is why it is called the qualities of buddhahood.

~

]Xﬂ '@x@%ﬁ'g& '@'&(NR\I 1 gﬁa@ﬂ"&l Kl 'q%g& 3:!’\4" 'E\]N gﬁ@@ﬂ]& 'ﬂa’qﬂk\! ‘LR Elé’l& '@'&l&!&\! RN ]

sudbhuti, do you think that those who enter the stream have attained the fruit
of entering the stream?

zqagxgaraiaray i@&'rgqfﬁ&%‘%&xmqm{q

no, blessed one, it does not, replied subhuti.

RRRERRCE

why is that?

AEaryg AR ARG A X BN AT

because, blessed one, he does not enter into anything at all.
ARG

that is why they are called stream-enterers.



]4“%‘1“&"’4‘1&'&1'@4’]‘\“ am'&mqm %W'&T"ﬂﬂ"&] i’N'&YWﬂN] iqsm'mmqm gN'N'RR’&!’@ﬂN@‘

they do not enter into physical forms, sounds, odors, tastes, tangibles, or men-
tal phenomena.

A EAyaI G

that is why we call him a stream enterer.

A Q_AQ, Y

]q‘g&l ’g i'QﬁN 4’] ngﬁi @E‘N K %C{%%!&I 3 Qﬁﬂ" GA'I N gﬁi@ﬂ" A r“ms N'FIR E‘Q\!;&Y 3&1 ALK 7\%’\%%33 ﬁ‘?’q ﬁﬂ Q‘?{ﬁq BN ‘7\%7\"{‘

blessed one, if those who enter the stream were to think, i have attained the
fruit of entering the stream, they would be grasping at a self.

1&1&4«@'@'{1‘%@47{(} ﬁﬂ'@'q‘z\a’ﬁn‘r\r\'] qﬁaﬂ'@'qﬁqnxqgﬁf}

they will cling to sentient beings, to living creatures, and to persons.
ﬁ%’&i'gﬁuﬁw@«'m@gﬂ«m m’q‘g’mﬁ'?’g&r@'&y&m]

the blessed one asked, sudbhuti, what do you think?
mﬁ%ﬂ}'@r&'n'q%gusmﬂ'E]Nmﬁ'%q'@X'Er\'na'qgm'g'a"q"n’gﬂs'&!mm&1

do they think, i have achieved the result of being tied to one more rebirth?
zgagxgaraaray qgm'rgﬁ'qﬁﬁ&'ﬁ'%'&imq«’(q

no, blessed one, it does not, replied subhuti.

RRRERRGE

why is that?

qr\mq%q'@:5@3’5&'?\'41:“&'&%«'n&'ﬁr\'@@l‘

it is because no phenomenon whatsoever could ever lead to a once-returner.
%N'gwq%q@ximﬁmnﬁﬁ

that is why we call them once-returners.

ﬁ%’&'gqqﬁ&@m'mq@mm m'q“g/x'ﬁ'ﬁ'%&'@&la\m

the blessed one asked, sudbhuti, what do you think?
Q:if"r{ma‘ﬁ'g&'@uﬁq'51«'@2&'&’4:!3‘@5«'g"if:!":?g&'@'&lmm&q

do non-returners think, i have attained the fruit of no longer being subject to
rebirth?

zgagxgaraaray i@&'rgqfﬁ&%‘%&xmqm{q
no, blessed one, it does not, replied subhuti.

RRRE ARG
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why is that?
q:@x&"q’m'@r\'@'@qm'nr“x'?é\l'ﬁ'ﬂ:m&'&'&%&n&'gﬁ@'&gx

it is because there is no phenomenon whatsoever that would cause them to
enter the state of non-return.

Rg PR Rz Gy

that is why we call them non-returners.

yn‘é&'gﬁ'qﬁ«'@m'mq‘g&m m'q‘g’m%?’g&r@'&am]

the blessed one asked, sudbhuti, what do you think?
mcr\g':!‘6’&1'u'aﬁgm'@mﬂ'ﬁ«'ﬁg'n‘s’&u'@ﬁ"s’qu"g&s&l&w'Néu]

or, do arhats think, i have attained arhatship?

ez Parafiacy sEarggarsRaram)

no, blessed one, it does not, replied subhuti.

RREARCE

why is that?

qr\'r\g'qgﬂuﬁm'q@n&'gm'ﬁﬂﬁ&:&'&%&’ﬂ&gﬁ'@ﬁ

because no phenomenon whatsoever could be called an arhat.
ﬁ‘é&rgqqﬁ&qm'ﬁ'ﬁg}'qgm'm'qﬁﬁa'ﬁ'q3q'§]N'ﬁg'ﬂ%’&n@ﬁ{q"ﬁg&5’&aw'u&g&'{?@ﬁ'?@nfﬂ'@'q?(ﬁ'nxagx"ﬁ

blessed one, if an arhat thinks, i have attained arhatship, he will cling to the
self.

[RasrsgyREgaR| aygaBaaras| qRaa GREgRxagRE]

they will cling to sentient beings, to living creatures, and to persons.

(R YF ARV AR ] ANFE AR TR WA AR ERa R R g P EE KR s AgrR g g Y s E G RyE |
blessed one, i have been singled out by the tathagata, the arhat, the perfectly

awakened buddha as supreme among those who abide free from afflictive

emotions.

q‘e’a«’gqqﬁ«'ﬂﬁq'@“{ﬁaﬂﬂ'3&'5%'¢3§]'i6’&'t4'mq«'@ﬂ :@5’&1'gmﬁ&':!ﬁn]'rz%g&r@'qrﬂ'%'ﬁg'qgm'n§g&'§'§4'&y&w’&ﬁ
blessed one, even though i am a worthy one free from desire, i do not think
that i am an arhat.

~ N

(R YERAN A RAT § AR YA A st e G B Hyary Raaraxgay| 3aFg st aRaaf graadxg iR s dgaxasae

blessed one, should i think that i have attained arhatship, the thus-gone one
would say to me, subhuti, you are supreme among those who abide free from
afflictive emotions.

11



AT

%‘mwa‘ixqa&nmq’%ﬁa&'q'&tﬁ'nx‘zﬁ&'ﬂ?ﬁ'ﬁ&«'u&ﬁ'ﬂx’ﬂg&'uﬁ&'g&'&ﬂgﬁ' I

since they do not abide anywhere at all, they cannot be prophesied to abide in
the absence of afflictive emotions.

ﬁ‘é&rgﬁ'qﬁ«r@«'m@@mm x:m‘g/m?\'ﬁ'gwi'&mq

the blessed one asked, sudbhuti, what do you think?
%’naﬁqﬁqm'uw'ﬁqaﬁ'q.ﬁq&m'r\g'q%’&m'w\'ﬁq'le"fn"«f'ua'k\!r\k\x'@N'&lx’il'&yéﬁ"‘w'qf(ﬁk«'@g&'ﬁqr{wﬁﬁﬁf\&]
do you have any dharma at all that the tathagata, the arhat, the perfectly en-
lightened buddha dipamkara has received from you?

qu‘gfx@«qk?mm :@%‘gmﬁ&'ﬁ%&mq&@‘

no, blessed one, it is not. replied subhuti.
%’qaﬁ’z@qm'qm'?\’naqﬂﬁqﬂuﬁg'qgam'w\'fﬂ'ux’g’q«'qa'w\&rgk\!'aJx'a\J'&éﬁmm'q:'g:«'@ﬁé&'ﬁ'ﬂ:&:&'&%«"ﬁ

there is nothing at all that the tathagata, the arhat, the perfectly enlightened

buddha dipamkara has received.

]q‘{&'gqqﬁ&'@«nﬂq’%{mm xn'q‘g’xg&'@q'&&&i'ﬁﬂ@'ﬂ&'ﬂmﬁﬂ'@%’ﬁﬁ@'qrﬂ'ﬁm’ﬁ;’nﬁr\'ug&m'q%q'42@5@«%2{%’%’%'nﬁﬁ'qx'gn?‘f]

the blessed one replied, sudbhuti, if bodhisattvas say, i shall accomplish the
arrays of fields, they are untrue.

§838=d3|
why is that?
Xﬂ"RS/’\'(‘%R'Qﬁﬁ'K!';&N'(‘%Rﬂﬁﬁ'ﬂg&&ﬁ&'@q'%'Qﬁf\'ﬂ'%’\ﬂ'&!ﬁ'ﬂrf\\'ﬂaﬁ'ﬂﬁﬂ&!'ﬂ&l'qg&&'qa@’(%

sudbhuti, it is because the arrays of buddhafields are taught by the tathagata
to be devoid of such arrays.

E\“"ﬁﬁ*"“ﬁ’\""&““"@“"@ﬁ
that is why it is called the array of fields.
]m'R‘éx?\'g':m'ﬁg&'@q'&&N’ﬁm’&&m'K\Lm%qiﬁ\l'ﬁ'gx%qa«ur&m«'naﬁm%&s?{]

so it is, sudbhuti, that great bodhisattva beings should engender the mind of
non-resting in this way.

]%’mw:&'qﬁ«'nx’&mmn%ﬁnx‘gﬁ

they should cultivate the mind that does not dwell on anything at all.
xng«m'mn&'ﬂﬁm’ux&&m'nﬁﬁﬂx@ﬁ

they should also cultivate the mind that does not dwell on physical forms.

ERY %‘ffq ‘f’ﬁa] SRR g«mwt\'&'qﬁ&'nxﬂmy'qaﬁnxgﬁ

12



they should not dwell on sounds, odors, tastes, tangibles, or mental phenom-
ena.

]m’q‘g’xa?\'rg'%rf@xqamgﬁq'rg&'q?\'rg'gxg@] a?\'rg'tg] iﬁ'@m'i?i'm'é&r@gq'm'qgm?\“ &!ik\!&!&\l]
rg«'?\'%q’@!ﬁm qu‘éx@«qﬁm'n]

sudbhuti, it is like this, for example: if a man were to have a body the size of
mount meru, the king of mountains, what do you think, subhuti?

A8

¥ ARV YN RE ST AN L\q
blessed one, this body is great.

]q%’m&'qﬁq«ng&%’%ﬂmq&'&ﬂ

sugata, that body is great.

REaCaRGE|

why is that?

?\'qaqqﬁqm'm\r?\'r{rf&rﬁ&!'&%Nux’qg&&'ﬂ&gﬁ@'k%q

because the thus-gone one has taught that it is insubstantial.
g

that is why it is called the body.
1?\'ﬁfﬂ'ﬁa«'&%A\xux?ﬁaﬁnﬁA]N’qa'nmr\m;]

the thus-gone one has taught that it is insubstantial.
Rpdrsg

that is why it is called the body.

]n‘ga'gﬁ'qr\m'ﬁk\rqqq@mm m’q‘éxq%@g&ri&&m]

the blessed one asked, sudbhuti, what do you think?

a N A\

q&ala PRI FHERYRLARAYR; ',gauqa?\ ﬁm ERACY ?ﬁq 3 Jar quxuq zy 3&1&:1 vq 5|

if there were as many sand grains as there are grains of sand in the ganges,
how many grains would be greater?

m‘q‘gﬁ@&q‘mfmu I FFARN lqr\ﬂla ;gf\fﬁlq %@r\w\q UG ’\’\“}'ﬂ'@'“’%"ﬁ“’ MRS qc’:’ml

blessed one, if even those ganges rivers were many, what need is there to
mention the sands of those rivers? asked sudbhuti.

AN

EE RN Bar RG] A RFREFTN e T |G| @3@& m:@@ﬁﬂxg@

the blessed one replied, sudbhuti, you should be inspired and comprehend this.

a N A\

qanlq g&ﬁfﬂ qYARYRE- ?\ ﬁg qﬁq ;ﬁ Fraar a« LA gﬁ&rﬂam g qﬂ 411\1 xﬁ . &1§ [R5 garzq RARIZGN 5
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imagine that a man or woman were to fill as many world systems as there are
grains of sand in the ganges with the seven precious substances.

ﬁ'qaﬁ’qﬁqm'N’r\g'q‘gﬂ'ﬂ'wr\'fﬂux‘gfqm'qa&:&l'@N’;&ngin@qﬂ x:l'a@’xq%%%l&'ﬁ'&&m

if one were to give gifts to the tathagatas, arhats, genuinely perfect buddhas,
sudbhuti, what do you think?

5&\1'&1@&'gﬁs}rﬁqa'?\'mm'qk’fﬁ&w&ﬁ@gﬁ&}

would a man or woman accrue much merit on that basis?

m’aé’x@«q‘(mul q‘é&'fgﬁ'@ﬁ«'aﬁmqmiﬁ

yes, blessed one, they would, replied subhuti.

]qr‘\'qxqﬁq&\t'u'&lfmq&rm g«'m&rgﬁ'&!ﬁ'ﬁn"a’%‘m&m‘ﬁﬁ&&\r&!fﬁgﬁ“ﬂ

blissful one, that man or woman will generate a lot of merit on that basis.
ﬁ‘»{&'gﬁ'@ﬁ&'@&'ﬂﬂq’gﬂ'ﬂ m’q‘g’xqﬁﬁk\!ugﬂ'gﬁ'@m&w'ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ'ﬁ%@{niﬁ@&r&q'@'q&'qxg&'ﬁ

the blessed one replied, sudbhuti, if someone were to fill all those worlds with
the seven precious substances,

%’naq’ﬂ.ﬁqm':rr\g]'n‘s/ﬂ'ﬂ'wr\'ﬁq'ﬂfgfﬂ]&i'43’&14«'@N';&ngﬁn@ﬁnn&q
giving to the tathagatas, arhats, genuinely perfect buddhas.
:qa‘:r‘\w'5«'@';&'gqa'q%mm's'§'¥q'qa'qa"?éq&\rg’%ﬁu%&':!gq&'qqqﬁqmw:@@xw:fﬂnxmﬁngq’ﬂ

whoever retains even a single four-line verse from this dharma teaching and
teaches it extensively to others,

%@ﬁ'aﬁ'f}m«'ﬂ‘(ﬁﬁﬁ&&'@m’&:@g&&'&ﬁﬁuﬂ'@'&xz\'u'ﬁ@ﬁ*ﬂ

it is on this basis that immeasurably and unfathomably much merit has been
generated.

]wr\'xq'q‘g’i’t\t"@ﬂ&'qnq?if&r@g&rgw'q%m&!'ﬂ'ﬁ"%ﬂnﬁ'q&%ﬂmgqeﬁu'6&'@‘{5’5&"%7@“5«'éqm'i\'gﬁr{&'f\r\g'&1'@q’@ﬂw'ua'ng@q@'agﬁ'gq@'
again, sudbhuti, wherever one recites or teaches even a single four-line stanza

from this dharma teaching, that place is the shrine of the world with its gods,
humans, and antigods.

g@m'gm'@';&rgm'q%&ﬁ'wﬁ q“éqﬂ'r\x] ﬁqn'rﬁ & ETRRIRAR] gm'qaﬁgc‘iﬁm'éﬁq'ﬁ‘i&!éx'm'r\r\'rgququmg'%’gm]

needless to mention that anyone who takes up this dharma teaching, upholds
it, reads it, masters it, and is attentive to it in the correct manner will be aston-
ished.

AR asaga ] gaRTsN AT RNE
at that place there are teachers and other spiritual masters.

ﬁ'{}ﬁ%&'ﬂﬂ‘?’%{mﬁ"\l&'] q‘é&'fgﬁ'qﬁ&tm%’f\f\g{u'xta'q‘g’xéara?\'&,ﬂr\'%«q‘émiﬂ
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then senior sudbhuti asked the blessed one,

aaa_a,

]:!‘6’&1'gﬁ'@ﬁ&'5&'@';&1'5]&«'@3@&%’%4}«1

blessed one, what is the name of this dharma teaching?

?:'gx'q%mm@

how should they be retained?

%ﬁﬁ%&'qi’ymna&'] q‘s’&’gqaa«'@N'%"f\r\'rgq'zrm'agxm'a%ﬂﬁ%«'q'qq'%w’/‘

the blessed one replied to senior sudbhuti,

]m'q‘éx'gt\r@';&'gw'q%ﬁ«'m@'a’fm'@'@q’uﬁ&g@]

Zudbhuti, this dharma teaching is called the transcendent perfection of wis-
om.

ARYPRER (BRI

you should keep it in that way. why is that?
xq'@xﬁqaqqﬁqm'QN’.E‘NKQ'@'kx’fm'@'@ﬁ'ﬂ'ﬂ:ﬂg&nﬁ@ﬁﬂ’fm'@'@ﬁ'u'&ﬁﬂ&é&ﬂ

sudbhuti, it is because the transcendent perfection of wisdom possessed by the
tathagatas is non-existent.

E\N.ﬁ.ﬁm.xq.a.q.‘{m&éﬁ.ﬂa&.s‘q’]

that is why it is called the transcendent perfection of wisdom.
]m'q‘g’xq%%g’ws'&m&q ARFE AR AR YR AR EN RARUR L]

sudbhuti, do you think that there is anything at all that the tathagatas have
taught?

qu“gx@«'qk?mm q‘é&rgﬁw\&y'ﬁqaﬁ'cﬁ4"&1'n«'qa'qgw'n&'?é&'?\'q:w:&'a@&i\’q

sudbhuti replied, blessed one, there is nothing at all that the tathagatas have
taught.

ﬁ%’&'fgﬁ'qﬁk\l@mn’qqgmm m’q‘gfxq%%g&ri&&m]

the blessed one asked, sudbhuti, what do you think?
‘gaqg&'@"gaéﬁ"ﬂ&aiq'gq@m&m'ﬁ'&&'im'g'xn'ﬁ'gﬁ'ﬁﬁ'w%’&m'&ﬁ&]

are all the smallest particles of earth abundant in the world systems of the great
trichiliocosm?

m'q‘g’r@&rqi\?mm q%/aq'rgﬁ'qr\ar&a'im'ﬁ&rmqwiﬁ
the blessed one replied, yes, there are many dust particles on the earth.

]qﬁ'qz’qﬁqk\rﬂ'&wmﬂmiﬂ
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yes, sugata, it would be a lot.

AEAERRGE]

why is that?
q‘s’a\t'rgqaﬁk\r&t&i&q:«uqm'n'?ﬁm'&'&%A\rnx?\naqqﬁqmnw'qﬁw'@gﬁ@@q

because, blessed one, the dust of the earth has been taught by the thus-gone
one to be stainless.

?\Nq’«a'im%m'n@ﬁ
that is why it is called earth dust.
]aiq@ﬁ'@'mawqamqwn'ﬁ'ma«\r&x'&%&1'ﬂ&'ﬁ'qaqqﬁq&lm\rqy\wa

the world system has been taught by the thus-gone one to be devoid of ele-
ments.

e g

that is why it is called a world system.

]q‘&rgqqﬁm'@«u’qq’@mm m’q‘g’mﬁ'ﬁg&s&m&q

the blessed one asked, sudbhuti, what do you think?
gk\v'g'%ﬁ'ﬁfi\'&éﬁ'ﬁa«@g‘q%«'ﬁ?\'rﬂﬁm'?\'qaqn]ﬁ‘:q«'n'r\g'ta\éaq'nw:rﬂ'nr‘g’ﬂm'na'k\la&\r@wg’%vq&1

do you regard the thus-gone one, the foe-destroyer, the completely perfect
buddha with these thirty-two marks of a great being?

m’q‘g”x@&rq‘émm Q‘e’&'gﬁuﬁ&t'ﬁ%&mqmﬁ]

no, blessed one, it does not, replied subhuti.

RRRE RG]

why is that?
ﬁ«'g'%ﬁ":f&"&iéﬁ'g&g‘g'q%«"ﬁqnﬁq'ﬁ'ﬂfﬁ{qﬁq«n«'qgw'q'r‘ﬁq'&!c{ﬁ&'&émw\qﬁwuagﬁs@

it is because the thus-gone one has taught that the thirty-two major marks of
a superior man are marked.

AR sy yagg Thedad

that is why it is called the thirty-two marks of a thus-gone one.

ﬁ‘»{&'gﬁ'@ﬁ&'@&uﬂq’gﬂ'ﬂ‘ mnqu@’x‘ﬁmmm

the blessed one replied, again, sudbhuti, whether something has arisen or not.
gf\'&ﬁq&'ﬂj&'rg«'q:ﬂ&'@:ﬁ'@'34'glr\%r\m'gq‘x{:q’q&rqﬁij&'?{al'@g&'{]m'a%mra'ﬁ'%q'qan&%qm'g%ﬁn's’&'qg,r«gq
SCEE 'mwa'q%lﬁﬁ'qa'ﬁmm':ﬁﬁ&m'%N'&R@gm’&fﬁuq'@'&ﬁu'qgfﬁ
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a woman who gives away her body as numerous as the grains of sand in the
ganges will generate an immeasurably greater, incalculable, and unfathomable
amount of merit on possessing even one four-line verse from this dharma
teaching and teaching it to others.

]%’ﬁm‘%‘ﬁ:@qﬂ'&q'q‘g’xi&r@'ﬁqm'@«'&%&g:%q %N'&%&'@N'ﬁ&'q‘s’&'ﬂ,;fq'aﬁt\!m'a%'gﬁ%ﬂ'ﬂ‘«?m"ﬂ
then, through the power of the dharma, venerable sudbhuti let loose his tears
and said to the blessed one,
]a%fgx&f&t'@';&l'gr\m'q%ﬁn@ﬁqﬁq&u&qﬁmﬂ'%':l‘é&'gqﬁ«"f&éﬁﬂ

blessed one, how marvelous that the thus-gone one has taught this dharma
teaching.

RARAN EE N EEEESS]
blissful one, this is marvelous.
]:1‘6’&1'gﬁ'qﬁm'qr\qﬁ'&'ﬁk\@mgﬁ'ar\'qﬁq'ﬁ"&!'?£N'@'&&1'g&&'q%’ﬁﬁ&m&m’i&"&ﬂ

blessed one, from the time when my wisdom arose, i have never heard this
dharma teaching.

y:1%'&1'fgﬁ'qf\t\l'&‘{'nﬂr\'q'qﬁm'q&'rﬂ'w\'ﬁq'uxq@'ﬁm’qﬁﬁnxgxqa'&am%ﬁ'?ﬁq'%’5&%%‘&%3!{2@%2@@(‘(1
blessed one, those who perceive this discourse as authentic will be astonished.
REaCaRGE

why is that?

n%&'gq’qﬁmwﬁq'47«&5@&'q'qr\'m]&x'qﬁ@:\'qﬁ'ﬁw'&'&%&'ﬂ&'gﬁ@'@}

because, blessed one, the perception of reality is itself a non-perception.
Pﬁmq'wr\'ﬁq'nxﬂiﬁ«wf(fﬂ'm:&@.ﬁ&'@«'?\'qaﬁ'qﬁqmanym’aﬁ

that is why the thus-gone one has said, i have conceptualized right and wrong.
RESE SR S ESRUF S SRR S RO et RS D)

blessed one, considering and believing in this dharma discourse is not like
having any interest in me.
q‘é&t'gﬁ'ﬁ«'ﬁ;ﬁ&ﬁ%‘gr\'&ﬁ'@&'g'q@'ﬂ'ﬂ'&1'm'&xsm'6{4"!\"\41'gm'@'g&'gr\&rq?\'rﬁqwrﬂ AEFxaR|
ﬁq'qﬁfq ’\rﬁ'@q'n:qéﬁn'ﬁﬁq'%"f&éxm'ﬁ:gqnnq@:‘f}

blessed one, in the future, during the final five hundred years, any being who
takes up, upholds, reads, and masters this dharma teaching will be astonished.

1wm‘{&'fgﬁ'qf\m'?\'rﬂ%ﬂfﬂ@'q@ﬁ&'q@q'm&'ﬁm@q B YRR §ﬂ'§’q§"ﬁ“'{""ﬂ
q&'atq'@'q@'ﬁm'ngux’&ugxmqmﬁ

17



blessed one, they will not entertain the notion of a self, a sentient being, a life
force, or a person.

RERRARGE]
why is that?
q\‘:&"‘,ﬂﬁﬂ’ﬁmﬁﬂ'@"Riﬁl\!'&!'ﬁﬁ] &&N'éﬁ'@'qg'ﬁ«m'ﬁﬂ §q'@'q§.ﬁ<\rﬂ'ﬁ<] qnaq'@'QQAN'qqzmz‘wq’?\'ﬁq@ﬁq@ﬁ«w'&%A\x'n“i’gﬁsﬁ

because, blessed one, notions of self, sentient being, life force, or person are
themselves non-conceptual.

RRAEANGR]

why is that?

NRN'gl\!'ﬂgﬂ'gﬁ'qf\l\!'&&!&%‘qﬁ'ﬁ&l'E&N%ﬁ'ﬁ’{ﬂ&!'qa'gﬁﬁg]

because the blessed buddhas are free from all conceptions.

ﬁ{,}ﬁ%&'ﬂ‘k\?ﬂ'wrﬂ ta‘{&!'rgﬁ'qr\m'@N’%’rﬁfg{n'm'q‘g’xm'q%’;ﬁ%m'q’qqgmﬁ

the blessed one replied to senior sudbhuti,

[Rera§x33ags ] 3395 afRgs R & g i raGrisaaxdagraidnseg iy fRasta aRgauxageX|

so it is, sudbhuti. those beings who do not become frightened, afraid, or terri-
fied by this discourse will have a tremendous fortune.

RERERGE]
why is that?
qu‘g’xa"fm&@qn':\54'n'a?ﬁ'ﬁ'qaﬁ'ﬂﬁq&'n&'qg&&@}

sudbhuti, this supreme transcendent perfection has been taught by the tatha-
gatas.

m’fm'@'@in'ﬁ&'u'q:ﬁq'?\'qaﬁ'qﬁﬂm':w'qgw'm%&m'@m’q‘a’&gﬁw\m'3441'@'&xz"w;&&'@N'ﬂ'{g&&'u&éx’%]

it is because the unsurpassable perfections taught by the thus-gone ones have
been taught by innumerable blessed buddhas.

Ry BaaRare g
that is why it is called the supreme perfection.
]Na'xq'q‘g’x’%’nﬁqﬂﬁqmn&'q‘a’ﬁuaﬂ’fm'@'@q‘uq:&qﬂ'ﬁ%a’{m'@'@ﬁ'q'&v{ﬂ

again, sudbhuti, this is not the transcendent perfection of the tathagatas pa-
tience.

3838=3|
why is that?
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sudbhuti, it is because when the king of kalinga cut off my limbs and ap-

pendages, i do not have any notions of a self, a being, a life force, or a person,
but neither do i have any such notions.

§838=3|
why is that?
m'q‘g’x'qm'ﬁ'ﬁa'g'am'ﬁﬂ'@'q@'.ﬁ«@&'ﬁ&%’ﬂ?{ﬁ&m'@'QQ;E‘N'@:%:N‘ &&N'ﬁ'@'q@'ﬁ‘&n'rﬁ
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sudbhuti, it is because when 1 have the notion of a self, i1l will arises, while
sentient beings, living creatures, and individuals also arise.

ﬁ:rq‘g’&'m'&‘(qqrﬁ«ﬁ aﬁm'43’3&1'ﬁ'r\%;'xw'g':@z':l‘a’ﬁnxg'qﬁms’nt‘iﬁnﬁaﬁgxwiﬁLur«'m'qw'@'qi'.ﬁm'&gﬂ

sudbhuti, i clearly see that in the past, during five hundred lifetimes, when i
was a sage known as teacher of patience, no concept of a self arose in me.

Ry Ara] Ry ey iagE

notions of sentient beings, living creatures, or persons have not arisen.
]xqu‘éx?\'rg'tm'ﬁg&'@q'&1644\1'ﬁnq’&&N'ﬁn@%ﬁﬁ&'a@'ﬁ&\ra&N%ﬁg&!'nxgw'ﬁ'g'ﬁ'&ﬁ'tqwfﬁq'mx"gn"ax'u&'@f\'@'@'&&«naﬁnxgﬁ
so it is, sudbhuti, that great bodhisattva beings should abandon all conceptions

and conceive the spirit of unexcelled, perfect enlightenment.

]qgﬂ"«x'm'irqﬁm’:lx&m«'qgﬁuxgﬁ

they should cultivate the mind that does not dwell on physical forms.

ERY %’r\q ‘i’ﬁf\'] RaygAR] g«m@f\'&'ﬂﬁ«'u&'&mmnaﬁux‘g‘r{]

they should not dwell on sounds, odors, tastes, tangibles, or mental phenom-
ena.

]i«'&13':4mqt(&'qﬁ«'n:&&&'qgﬁnxgﬁ

they should cultivate an attitude that does not dwell on the absence of phe-
nomena.

ﬁm%’&qq«ux&&m':lgf\uxg?{]

they should cultivate the mind that does not dwell on anything at all.

REREACEY
why is that?
sl §55R g aR )

it is because that which abides does not abide.
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that is why the tathagata says,

5&'@:!’&1&1«'ﬁkw'if':rwv'ﬂ:@ﬁ'uéﬁ'ﬂ:@&ﬁ«'ﬂg&&%ﬂ

bodhisattvas should practice generosity without dwelling on anything.
]wa'xq'q‘g’x'gr\'@q'&&N'r\q«x'rﬁgx’&!&m%q’ﬂmy%ﬁ'@'ﬁﬁ'@'@xé@u'ﬁwg‘q54«'@5}

again, sudbhuti, bodhisattvas should give their gifts for the sake of all sentient
beings.

Rassgy Ry s aRigigRRag AN Ay

the perception of a sentient being is also non-perception.
%‘Qas\'ﬂ'ﬁﬂ"N'RYN'Q&!N%ﬁ'ﬂ&m%ﬁ%&'ﬂf\'ﬂg&l\!'ﬂ'?\'gf\'@f{&f\'m?{]

whatever the thus-gone one says to be all sentient beings is also nonexistent.
[§838=d3|

why is that?

<G Feos R ARl FsRehese

sudbhuti, the tathagatas speak authentically, truthfully, and genuinely.
ARG fa g aGa Gy gRaREsy

because the thus-gone ones teach suchness unmistakenly.
]uqa'm'q‘@’x'ﬁqaﬁ'qﬁA]N'w'i«'q:&”(ﬁ'nx‘g’ﬂﬁ'quw'@m'Axrz&!'@q‘ﬂﬁm%ﬁqmw:&ﬁuw:&{ﬂ

again, sudbhuti, in that which the tathagatas have realized or relied upon, there
is neither truth nor non-truth.

]m'@’r@%’fg'@ﬁﬁq’&q'r\r\'rgqﬂaﬁ'aq'gﬁ'ux@q&’m’%’wr\&'&ﬁfr\'n'ﬁ@ﬁ'@'ﬂ:ﬁ‘(&’ﬁx@mmgﬁn'ﬁw'g'q‘ﬁ:n&'g:@w&mwﬁqxngﬁ
sudbhuti, just as a person with eyesight enters darkness and does not see any-

thing at all, in the same way, those who have fallen into existence should be
regarded as bodhisattvas who give gifts.

ﬁqu‘sfm?\'fg'tg'f@xﬁ&mw'5’%&1'qxﬁ'?qq'r\r\'g{n&ix«qgﬂ«g&'n'g@fﬂ&'rﬁ'&a‘?\'q’?\'qa{@
qr\'f{f(&rﬁx’&'gmméﬁnﬁw'ﬂ'ﬂ?{m&sr\@mswr\nmrg‘rﬂ

sudbhuti, you should regard bodhisattvas as they give gifts when the sun rises
and when people with eyesight see various forms.

m:ﬂ;ﬂ'q‘g’:ﬁq«'@g@&l :“;41«'@'g’ﬁ'q&'ﬁq'i«'@'g&'gw'a?@ﬁwﬁﬂ q“éq’n'tﬁ ﬁﬂ'ﬂ"ﬁ] & NI
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again, sudbhuti, the tathagatas know those noble sons and daughters who re-

ceive this dharma teaching, uphold it, read it, master it, and teach it extensively
to others.
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the tathagatas see them, and all those beings will generate an immeasurable
heap of merit.

]u!a’xq'q‘g’xgw'ma«'gr\'&ﬁ'qaaq'g‘é&'@«'@'%'Qm'ﬂnﬂa'@@]'@'&'gr\"zﬁw'gq‘%‘u] B RES
again, sudbhuti, suppose a man or woman were to give up as many bodies as
there are grains of sand in the ganges at dawn.

FR P FuyrraAgef Farilaayapad

in the afternoon, they give away as many bodies as there are grains of sand in
the ganges.

;&rga«'a?\'rg'gxng;{m'q'rgn]'r’ﬁm'%J‘é:@ﬂmﬁ&mgﬂ‘gm'ﬂm

even if one were to relinquish ones body for a hundred thousand quintillion
eons,

q&'ﬁ«'i«'@'&&'gw'q%’?if«qt\rsﬁ"{{Rﬁ'ﬁ@ﬁqa'?\'«u«'qkﬁﬁaa'%N'&t&'@'{]w'&tﬁnq'@'iﬁm'n%ﬁﬂ

whoever hears this dharma teaching and does not reject it will generate an
immeasurably greater, countless, and unfathomable amount of merit on that
basis.

AT,

R QPR FNAGAR] q“éﬁu'fﬁ ﬁﬂwrﬂ & ETNRIFEAR] qqﬁﬂmw:géanﬁq'qu'@‘%qurg%g«]
what need is there to mention someone who writes it down, takes it, retains it,

reads it, masters it, and teaches it extensively to others?
mr\'xq'@Xi&'@g&'gm'q?ﬁm\m'@N'&'@q%&'a@w'u'&r\'?ﬂ

again, sudbhuti, this dharma teaching is inconceivable and unequaled.

aa.s a
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ARRGARAR S
this dharma discourse has been taught by the tathagata for the benefit of beings

who have entered the supreme vehicle, and for the sake of those who enter the
perfect vehicle.

2N ~
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the tathagatas know those who receive this dharma teaching, read it, master
it, and teach it extensively to others.

AR AeGa e aRnh) Rassg R asanialingae d grtaua AR AR ggRagey]

the tathagata sees that all beings will have an immeasurable heap of merit.
1n‘éﬁ&«'@'gﬁﬁw&'@&r&'@t:rr\rr\fq NERN A RRLRR] qqm'@'&r\'n'ﬁr\'] Sﬁ&ﬁu‘r\r{gqnm@f@l

they will possess an inconceivable, unequaled, unappraisable, and immeasur-

able amount of merit.
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all those beings will carry my awakening on their shoulders.

aaaaa
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why is that?

x:rq‘g’v\&ﬁ'nmﬁ«n'gam'@N'?5&'@'&&1'{]RN'R?\'&%'Q:C&'QN@]

sudbhuti, those who are inclined toward inferiority cannot listen to this dharma
teaching.

nﬁq’@’gn';&m'@«'&'&ﬂ &t&w‘sﬁ'iﬁ'qg&w@m'&'&ﬂ

it is not done by those who hold the view of a self, nor by those whose view
is that of a sentient being.

gy ey qraqgysredraggees

nor do those who hold the view of a soul listen to it.

FRAAR] TRRTAR) TPAAR] JRETIRIRRGF)

they cannot receive it, hold it, recite it to others, or master it.

AR RAE

this is because they do not abide.

]w:qu‘g’r«"éq&qnq&‘{ﬁ'@%‘gﬁu&m'gqN'ﬁg'r\q &\rz\rq g'34'&ﬁ'@'%&'m‘i'qﬁq%@N'&&fﬁuzﬁwnxqu‘ﬁ
again, sudbhuti, wherever this discourse is taught, the world with its gods,
humans, and demigods will venerate it.

ﬁ@q«'ﬁ'@qsnfﬁ«uﬁq qﬁm'@'qx&\rqxqg@}

that place will be worthy of veneration and circumambulation.

e ARE R e

that place will be like a stupa.

yxt:m‘éxii]&@\'gq&l iq&@'g‘ﬁ'qr\'rﬂ'q%fg'g&'&ﬁ@a'gq'q?ﬁq'&qm'rﬁ] RExxR]  HAyeeRR|
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sudbhuti, those noble sons or daughters who receive, uphold, recite aloud, and
master these discourses will be tormented.

ﬁﬁﬁ'&!ﬁmx’qgﬁﬁ

this will cause them extreme calamity.

YN SN
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why is that?

22



qu‘g’x&m«'55’%’3ﬂ'5"'?é'm«'tg’&&'&'ﬁﬁ':la'rxw'Rq’ﬁ&'@'%’qxqu’q’qaﬁq'@N'q'ﬁﬂ"%’q%@ﬁm'&ﬁm&%&m'Lgaﬁ'ii'ﬁﬁ'ﬁm«'ﬁﬁq'@m:ﬂg@m

sudbhuti, it is because when those sentient beings engage in unwholesome
deeds that lead to rebirth in the lower realms in previous lifetimes and are
tormented in this very life, they will purify their previous non-virtuous deeds
and will attain the enlightenment of buddhahood.

RS L EEE T AR AN AR AN AR R AR BN RN RS ARSI R AR A NRAA NRER A NRS G AR ALy T w Ear
sudbhuti, i remember that in the distant past, beyond countless eons, when the

tathagata, the arhat, the totally and completely awakened buddha dipamkara
had pleased eight hundred forty billion quintillion buddhas,

N@N'&!x’g&q&gﬂ&'&'@Knxgm'§1 m’q‘g’&'k\l&t\r@&':!‘534'gq’qﬁ&'i\"ﬂ'RN'&@N'ux'gm'ﬁm'gcr]&x'g::lx’arg&'uq:&q‘u’ﬁal
sudbhuti, those blessed buddhas have pleased me and not displeased me.
@'&3’@«'@'1:@'9'a\xxgxwﬁ'aq‘{g'a?@qu'm AEgAR]  HApRRR] MEEReRdmaRAgaas
m’q‘gfxq‘(ﬁq&&@g@ﬁ?\w'ni(lﬁ'qa\w@'gﬁiﬁgw\rqg&axwﬁiﬁkﬁ]

if, in the later times, during the final five hundred years, one takes up this
discourse, possesses it, reads it, and masters it, then, sudbhuti, not even a
fraction of the former heap of merit would suffice.

\%V/’\'E]'&'ﬁﬂ qa’é’\ﬁ'&'ﬁﬂ ﬁ]RN'ﬁR" &"\’q :lﬂ"\'q?\’q 321541 aﬁ"x] gxwr\é‘m‘sffﬁ’]

no number, fraction, enumeration, analogy, quantity, or comparison would
suffice.

[FaxaaFARE R T R iﬂ',&’@'gﬁ'zﬂnﬁﬁam'@'gni?ﬁ'gr\'m@'q“équx'agxna'iq&r@'gq&1
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sudbhuti, if i were to describe the quantity of merit possessed by any noble
son or daughter who would uphold that amount of merit, all sentient beings
would become intoxicated.

&Nﬂ'agﬂw'qxqu’{l

their minds will be disturbed.

yu!f\'m'@xga'@g&'ﬂ&m'q?\'mm'@ws?'@qg]

again, sudbhuti, this dharma teaching is inconceivable.
q%&g&'m&'gﬁnwmm&r@&'&'@qnxiqnxgﬁ

you should know that the ripening of this karma is inconceivable.
]%’ﬁm':1‘5&'rgg‘rzﬁ&m%ﬁ:g{q'x:m‘g’x'@&m%ﬂﬁ%«qﬁm’ﬁ

then, senior sudbhuti asked the blessed one,
ﬁ%’&'gﬁ'@ﬁ&'g:@q'&m&\rﬁﬂa'équ'N'w\'ﬁﬂ'ux@qm'u«'%gxqg&nxn@]

blessed one, how should those who have entered the bodhisattvadyana abide?
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how should one practice it?

E'rgx'&f&m'm'@'ﬂgxnxn@

how should one embrace the mind?
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the blessed one replied, sudbhuti, when those who have embarked on the ve-
hicle of the bodhisattvas think, i will cause all beings to attain final nirvana in
the expanse beyond sorrow, where there is no residue of the psycho-physical
aggregates.

]%’gx&&&%aﬁw'g’@'qm«'aﬁ«x'g:&ww%ﬁ'ﬂmzﬁw'ggﬁm«w\«xux@m'&ﬁ‘{g&'@'&&«ﬂﬁﬁm@é

they should think, although sentient beings have transcended suffering in this

way, there is no sentient being at all who will transcend suffering.

§5R8= 4|

why is that?
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sudbhuti, it is because if bodhisattvas entertain the notion of sentient beings,
they should not be designated as such, and so on, up to and including persons.

[¥5A8=3|

why is that?

m'q‘g’xqr\gr\'@q'&&m'ﬁn&'ﬁq'nmwarﬂnx@qNna&g'qa'gm'?\'qf\'w@rﬁ&'@ﬂ:‘f}

sudbhuti, it is because there are no phenomena whatsoever that might lead to

the bodhisattvadyana.

]m'r'@xq%@g&'@'&&ml AREE AR AR A SRR KER AN ARG F RS WRA LRER SRR GT SEF U ET R NR FIAES R
sudbhuti, do you think that the tathagatas attain manifestly perfect buddhahood

in unsurpassed, genuinely perfect enlightenment?
%‘ﬁﬁ%&'qfqa'gmqm :!‘6’&1'gﬁ'@ﬁmm'S'S'ﬁw,u\qu'm'q‘é&'@m‘f&%ﬂﬁ%«rq‘{m’ﬁ

then senior sudbhuti asked the blessed one,

~
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the blessed thus-gone one has not attained manifestly perfect buddhahood in
unsurpassed, genuinely perfect enlightenment.

ﬁ'ﬁﬁ%&'ﬂz\?@ﬂ'f\ﬂ Q‘{&'rgqaf\k\@mg'fﬁrg{u'm'q‘g’xm'a%ﬂﬁ%&'qqa'gm’ﬁ

the blessed one replied to senior sudbhuti,
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so it is, sudbhuti. there is nothing at all that attains manifestly perfect buddha-
hood in unsurpassed, genuinely perfect enlightenment apart from the tathagata
dipamkara.
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sudbhuti, if there were any phenomenon that the tathagatas had attained man-
ifestly perfect buddhahood, it would not be right for me to prophesy, young
brahmin, that in the future you would become the tathagata, the arhat, the
totally and completely awakened buddha sakyamuni.

xq'q‘g’rq?\'rgx?\'qaﬁ'qﬁqmnw'qr\'ﬁ'ﬁ'&tf\'mwr\'rﬂ'm:}fﬂm'43’5&'@5'&‘(ﬁ'nﬁfﬂ«'nxmw'@&'Aﬁ'?a’&!'%qfcwaitr\'ﬂ«%&@x?\uaﬁ'qﬁq&'ﬂ'&x&'&éﬁé

sudbhuti, it is because the tathagatas have not attained manifestly perfect bud-
dhahood in unsurpassed, genuinely perfect enlightenment that i prophesy to
you, young brahmin, that in the future you will become a tathagata, an arhat,
a totally and completely awakened buddha known as sakyamuni.

2848
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why is that?
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sudbhuti, it is because the expression tathagata denotes suchness.
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sudbhuti, if someone were to say that the tathagata, the arhat, the perfectly en-
lightened buddha has attained manifestly perfect buddhahood in unsurpassed,
genuinely perfect enlightenment, they are speculating falsely.

[RRB=q4|
why is that?
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sudbhuti, it is because the tathagatas do not possess anything that would attain
manifestly perfect buddhahood in unsurpassed, genuinely perfect enlighten-
ment.

]m'@xﬁqaﬁqﬁqk\mm'?afN'qf{&‘(qﬂx‘g’q&x'qxw\&\r@&i'u’a'm’n?ﬁ'q'w{&rr\'nw:&rﬁ‘

sudbhuti, wherever the tathagatas attain manifestly perfect buddhahood with
respect to anything, there is no truth.
%’tm’ﬁ'?\'naﬁ'qﬁﬂ&\rq«’?{mﬁ&m%ﬁw\«'g«'@%&l"ﬁ'a&’qgamﬁ

therefore, the thus-gone one has taught that all phenomena are the qualities of
buddhahood.
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sudbhuti, all these phenomena are devoid of any phenomenon. that is why
they are called the qualities of buddhahood.

weagxafy ) AxsRfm ey fydstitgreadsy

sudbhuti, it is like a man with a body and a large body.

[BRgrzaagx A

senior sudbhuti replied,

q%&'fgﬁ'aﬁm'?\'qa{qﬁqw«\v'&'fg&'ﬁ&'gﬁﬁ:@«%ﬁﬁﬁ&'qnﬂg&«'n'§1 %‘R}as"ﬂ'ﬁﬂ"N'ﬂ&'@&'&!'&%&'ﬁ%’ﬂg&&@‘

the blessed thus-gone one has said that a person with a body and a large body
are without a body.

AvgsAR g R B4 RG]

that is why we call them endowed with bodies and great bodies.
ﬁ%’&'gﬁ'qﬁ«'@m'qqq@mnl m'q‘g/x?\na@]

the blessed one replied, sudbhuti, it is so.
5&'@:!'&!34«'ﬁnmq&'@%’ﬂﬁ@nrﬂﬁm'&&N%g';&w'ﬁ&k\l'g'g’&ﬁwm'ﬁ&@{&%xqﬁg&'@w&&&!'ﬁumﬁm'?\xsﬁ

if bodhisattvas say, i pass into parinirvana with sentient beings, they cannot
rightly be called bodhisatvas.

QAaa
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why is that?
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sudbhuti, is there anything at all that could be called a bodhisattva?
e afxParaiiav sEarggasnRgaa@Ea ]

no, blessed one, it does not. replied subhuti.

ﬁ‘{&!'gﬁ'ﬁ&'@&'ﬂqq’g{mm m’q‘g’xﬁ'qwqﬁqagqﬁqm'QN'?;TN'E&!N%"\'%'&&N%{&K\'Q]

so it is, sudbhuti, that the tathagatas teach that all phenomena are without
sentient beings,

JayRe| aRaq g gaagas|

it is said that there is no life force and no person.
]m'R‘g’&g&'@q'&w&rﬁqq’qnaq'q%ﬂﬁm

sudbhuti, there are some bodhisattvas who say,

qrﬂ'4?1&1'ar\'qﬁf\'m'&&A\x'q%q"@%&'§x§'?\wr\'?ﬁ§§§q}{r\'m:§a’]
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if you ask how i can accomplish the arrays of fields, i will reply in the same
way.

AEAEASE]
why is that?
xq'q‘g’xaaqﬁﬁ'u'g&&'@:ﬂﬁﬁn’;&«'?ﬂ«'g'q'%'%’ﬁ:q'q‘ﬁﬁ':raiﬁ'ur\'?\'qa{qﬁ‘qwmi'ﬂg&&'@éxﬁ]

sudbhuti, it is because the arrays of buddhafields have been taught by the
tathagata that they do not exist.

ERAL GRS RE SN
that is why it is called the array of fields.
]qu‘g’xgagq'&lam't\m'q&'aq'?ém'g&m'%ﬂzﬂ'&ﬁu?ﬁ ]g&l'g\&fk\l'%’leﬂ'&ﬁ'ﬂ&@‘l\!'ﬁ&\l'K!'%'%'?\'ﬂaﬁ'ﬂﬁE]N'R!'ﬁ{]'ﬂg&'R!'Ud’\"ﬂ'HXEQ]N'Q&'NRN'@N'@NE

sudbhuti, a bodhisattva who aspires to the notion that all phenomena are self-
less and that they are non-self is proclaimed by the tathagatas, arhats, gen-
uinely perfect buddhas to be a buddha.

]qu‘g’m%%g&g&mml ﬁ'qaq’qﬁﬂ&rqmq&g@ma&] m'q‘g’xg&rqﬁmu]

sudbhuti, do you think that the tathagatas have eyes of flesh?
SRaggRAs ARy A | g qRggaed]

indeed, blessed one, the thus-gone ones have eyes of flesh.
ﬁ‘é&!'gﬁ'ﬁ&'@m'mq’gﬂm m'q“gfm?\'?\'%m'ﬁ&&m

the blessed one asked, sudbhuti, what do you think?

AnGg AR yganans) 2eafxgaaiac

is the thus-gone one endowed with divine vision? asked subhuti.
S¥ar g AR ARy Nh] 3R g Ry aad]

blessed one, that is how it is. the thus-gone ones have divine eyes.
ﬁ‘é&'gﬁ'@ﬁ«r@&'mqq’gm'&q m’q‘g’x’q?@g&r@'&mﬁ]

the blessed one asked, sudbhuti, what do you think?
%’qaqzﬁqm'n'm'ﬁ«'m’@gﬁ'&&q‘a&] m'q‘g’x’@&rqﬁmu]

is the thus-gone one endowed with the eye of insight? asked subhuti.
sy RRg RG] AR e gy

blessed one, that is how it is. the thus-gone ones have eyes of insight.
yq‘ém'gﬁ'qr\ﬂ'ﬁm'qqq'gmnl m'q‘gﬁ'q%?g&r@'&mq

the blessed one asked, sudbhuti, what do you think?
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%’qaﬁ'ﬂ.ﬁqm':rm'?ﬁf&'@gﬁ'&imﬂ&q m’q‘g’x@wqi\’mm

are the tathagatas endowed with the dharma eye? asked sudbhuti.
mRargg AN RG] Anag s Y ggasd]

blessed one, that is how it is. the thus-gone ones have the dharma eye.
ﬁ%’&i'gﬁuﬁw@«'m@gﬂ«m m’q‘g’mﬁ'?’g&r@'&y&m]

the blessed one asked, sudbhuti, what do you think?
Pﬁaﬁ’qﬁqm'q’m'&va«'gm@gﬁ'&xm‘q&] xq'q‘g/x'@&rq‘(mm

do the tathagatas possess the buddha eye? asked sudbhuti.
q‘s’a«’gqq@ﬁ%@mq&@y ?\'qaﬁ'nﬁq«'mm'«m’@w@gﬁ'mﬁ

blessed one, that is how it is. the thus-gone ones have the buddha eye.
yn‘ga'gqqr\&@&rmqgmm xn’q‘g’x’q%ﬁ’g&'@’&&m]

the blessed one asked, sudbhuti, what do you think?

qRARLA F A RYARIAGRURAYRA TR

there are as many ganges rivers as there are grains of sand in the ganges.
FT g AgND AR Sq §manygrarE S g fana Agaa

if it were as many universes as there are grains of sand in those worlds, would
that universe be vast?

qu‘g’:@«'q“&?mm q‘s’&'gﬁ'ai&'i\'ﬁ'gmqwﬁ]

so it is, blessed one, replied subhuti.

r'@n"'gﬁ'@'m&&\r?\'ﬁq’&r\’m‘quﬁ

those world systems are vast.

ﬁ%’&'gqqﬁ&'@m'mq’gﬂn} qu‘g”mﬁq%’@'m&«'?\?ﬂ'ﬁ'&a««%qﬁ@ﬁﬁr\'n'ﬁ'ﬁq'ﬁ'ﬂ«&'n'ﬁ'ﬁn&'&&&'@'gﬁ'&&'&q@.ﬁmi’q

the blessed one replied, sudbhuti, i know the mindstreams of all the different
beings in those world systems.

asaa_a

[RNEEANE
why is that?
xq'q‘g’x&m«'@@f\'&&w'@'gﬁ%&g'q%ﬁgﬁ&ﬁmx?ﬁ%’qﬁq«'n«'ﬂg&«'n&'@r\@]

sudbhuti, it is because the minds continuum is described by the tathagata as
being devoid of any continuum.

%N'ﬁ'&&«'@'gﬁ%«'g?ﬁ
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that is why it is called the minds continuum.

aaaaa
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why is that?

xq'q‘g’xqﬁﬂ'naﬂ&N'g&'r@qm'@&ﬂ &1'KRN'NQ'Q&N'gaﬁ&qN'ﬁ'&ﬁ]

sudbhuti, the mind of the past is non-apprehensible, nor are the minds of the

future apprehensible.

ﬁfg%’@m&'&&«'@Kﬁ%ﬂm'g‘&ﬁ'ﬂ&@fﬂ

it is because minds of the present are also non-apprehensible.

]m'q‘g’x?\'ﬁ'%mﬁ'&lmq qaﬁ&‘ﬁ:&m&'@"é&'@q’iﬁqﬁq'gﬁ'@'m&w'q?\'iﬁ'ﬁé'g'ﬁﬁ'@&"zﬁw'g'm‘,&'qx‘g&'ﬁgﬁ’néﬁm

sudbhuti, what do you think? if someone were to fill this world system of the
great trichiliocosm with the seven precious substances and give it away,

i\q«'@’tg@m iﬂm’@'gﬁ'?ﬂa'?\'mmnﬁ\qs«uw\'@'ﬁr\'ﬁ&]

would those sons and daughters of good family accrue much merit on that
basis?

m'ﬂéxém'q‘(mm Q‘e’&l'gmﬁm'&xmq&r{q

yes, blessed one, they would, replied subhuti.
[RARKA A aRam|

yes, sugata, it would be a lot.
]q‘{&!'gﬁ'ﬁ&r@&n’qq’%{mm m’q‘g’xﬁﬁqaqﬁ

the blessed one replied, sudbhuti, it is so.

(ARG Rapsrgax iqN'@'gﬁ'?ﬂa'?\qu@\'ﬁmax'@'gﬁh‘&ﬁif%r{ﬂ

it is just as you say. on that basis, noble sons and daughters generate many
heaps of merit.

]m'qu'n"m'g'q‘éﬁam'@'gﬁfxg&'m q‘k\?ﬁ&!«'@’g&ﬁﬂ‘ﬁﬁ&«'@'gﬁ‘ﬁﬁm’%mﬁqﬂﬁq&n'ﬁ'qg&"f(“

sudbhuti, if the aggregate of merit were a heap of merit, the tathagata would
not speak of it.

V\Q'q‘g’xﬁ"ég&'i'&vmq ngm'@'ﬁ'ﬁw'Ag'%q'm\rﬁqa{nﬁqwumrgq&]

do you think, sudbhuti, that the tathagatas should be regarded by means of the
perfection of the body of form?

xQ'@:@N'q‘émm q%&'gﬁ'qr\w'?\'%&mq&rél

no, blessed one, it is not. replied subhuti.
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because the body of form is accomplished, one should not view it as a thus-
gone one.

RRRE ARG
why is that?
:!%/arﬂ,;fq'qﬁ&\rﬂgﬂ&i'@'ﬁ'ﬁ;&g’@qn«qgﬂw'@'ﬁ'ﬁ;&g’g’qm':r?q&\!'q@'n'%'ﬁ'?ﬂqm'ggﬂ'q'&'aqémur?\'naqqﬁqwum'qg&&'qa'gﬁi'%q

blessed one, it is because the thus-gone one has taught that the perfection of
the body of form by means of the accomplishment of the form body does not
exist.

%“"ﬁ'“l%“l"'@'ﬁﬁ’“"'ﬁ'%q"@“"“@‘“’]
that is why the body of form is said to be perfected.
]n‘ef&'fgﬁ'qr\m'ﬁmnqqgwm m’q‘éxq%@g&ri&&m]

the blessed one asked, sudbhuti, what do you think?
&éﬁ'gﬁgﬂ'éfﬂarm\l'ﬁqaﬁ'qﬁqmnmgqa\q ez garaara

do you see them as tathagatas because of their excellent marks? sudbhuti
replied,

SRy

no, blessed one, it is not.

&éﬁ'gﬁg&%’fﬂ«'mmﬁﬁgqﬁq&mx&‘mg?ﬂ

they should not be regarded as tathagatas because of their excellent marks.
RRRE ARG

why is that?
%’:@q’qﬁqm'ﬂ«'&éﬁ'@ﬁg&'?fﬂ«'ux'qgwn'%aiéﬁ'gﬁg&?fﬂ«'ﬂ'&!'N%N'uxﬁ'qaqqﬁq&'u«'ﬂg&«'n&'ﬁﬁ@'g
it is because the thus-gone one has taught that the excellent marks do not exist.
RegadsyqysEqaagaagy]

that is why it is called excellent name.

yq‘s’&'gﬁ'qr\m'ﬁm'qqq@mnl m'qg/m%?’g&r@'&am]

the blessed one asked, sudbhuti, what do you think?

G algaryas By bseasdrgars) e adxiyiay

sudbhuti, you should not think that the tathagatas think, i have taught the
dharma.
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%‘qaqzﬁqm'um'ﬂ:q%lﬁ'qr‘i‘g&rﬁ'qawﬁiﬁﬁ
no phenomenon whatsoever has been taught by the thus-gone one.
ﬁq'q‘g’xg’(‘%q'q%ﬂﬁ@'ﬁ@ﬁqﬁq&um'&fm’n@q’vﬁm%xﬂ m’@rﬁg'&r\nﬁr{?ﬁq'qxgﬁ'mk\l':m'ﬁxnxqgfﬁ

sudbhuti, if someone were to say that the tathagatas teach the dharma, they
would denigrate me because of their nonexistence and misapprehension.

3e38=q7)
why is that?
xq"{5{!\'?5«'n%wq’u'@i&i'g'n’r\s“mm'qxqu'qa'gmn%rﬁ'u'gw'q%tﬁ'u'@;&x'g'ﬂ'%'qu:&!ﬁu&'@fﬂ

sudbhuti, this is owing to the non-existence of any phenomenon that can be
apprehended by teaching the dharma.

]%’ﬁm'q%’&!'rgg'aﬁ&rm'%'fﬁgﬁ'n'&:m‘é:@«'ﬁ'gﬁ%«'q”«?m’\ﬂ

then, senior sudbhuti asked the blessed one,
]:1‘6’&1'gﬁ'qﬁ&'&t"rfw'ua'@&'ﬁ'&s««y%{q?ﬂ'ﬁ'g'g&i«'mﬁu"ﬂf«q&'a\t‘fﬁnx’&ﬁé&'umgxqm%&'&m]
blessed one, will any beings in the future have conviction when they hear such
a dharma teaching?

nga'rgﬁ'qrwm'@«'q’qq’%w'u] m'oéx?\'rﬂ'%ﬂam%iwr\'&'&q’&&&%ﬁ'&ﬁmm:&r&{‘ﬂ

the blessed one replied, sudbhuti, they are neither sentient nor non-sentient.
3e38<q7)

why is that?

m'a:g’x'it&k\!%ﬁ'g&m'@Ns’n'%’%nagqﬁqm'q&r?\’rﬂ’&mm%ﬁ'&r\um&r\ﬁ'qa'érﬁx

sudbhuti, it is because the tathagatas have taught that sentient beings are
nonexistent.

%N'q&m&%ﬁ'gmlﬁ&sﬁ
that is why it is called sentient beings.
ﬁn'q‘g’&'@%ﬁg&'@'&&&v] ?\'qaﬁ'qﬁqmnmqﬁg'{&r\'u'wr\'rﬂ'n&"‘é‘,«'mfi'gr\'@q'&f{ux‘g’qN‘mxw\m'@Nn&'&\r?ﬁf\w:%\'r\m

sudbhuti, do you think that the tathagatas attain manifestly perfect buddhahood
in unsurpassed, genuinely perfect enlightenment?

%’z\ngqu'xq'q‘g’x'@«'q‘{wn] n‘é&'gﬁuﬁ«%@qqﬁq&r&w'q:gq&ﬁuwnﬁqux‘éqm'ua’gxén'&‘{ﬁux‘g’qm'q:wm@&m&'?éw'ﬁq&m;&'&%«"«’q

senior sudbhuti replied, blessed one, there is nothing at all that the tathagatas
have accomplished manifestly perfect buddhahood in unsurpassed, genuinely
perfect enlightenment.

AN,

ﬁ‘{&!'gqﬁm'@wmq‘gﬂu‘ g
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the blessed one replied, sudbhuti, it is so.

.Y

RRRGEY] ?\'?ék\!gf\'ar\'{gﬁ&r\’%:%'33\441«'6’9\&1'ﬁg'ﬁ'&r\'quﬂ'qx‘g’qm'n&sﬁ@@w‘gﬁ

it is just as you have said. no phenomenon whatsoever exists and is non-
apprehensible. that is why it is called unsurpassed, genuinely perfect enlight-
enment.

]w:x:rq‘g’r?afw?\'%&@&'wg] ﬁm'é‘w@&':rcr‘r\'wr\'&yﬁ'q&'ﬁm'ﬁ'g'q’&rﬁu'm:ﬁqux’g‘q&x'u‘&'@:@w%«y'55]

again, sudbhuti, since there is no unequaled phenomenon whatsoever, it is
called unsurpassed, genuinely perfect enlightenment.

ﬁqﬁr\nwr\'rﬂ'uxﬁ&mas:@n%nrﬂ'&tr\n'r\a] &&N'sﬁ'&r\'n'rﬁ g’q'&ﬁm'ﬁa] 4’1&'34]'&’\"4’(&5&!'4%1]

unsurpassed, genuinely perfect enlightenment is the same as no self, no sen-
tient being, no life force, and no person.

ﬁn""qa'?af«rﬂ&«x%ﬁ'@«'&‘(ﬁ'ﬂr‘fﬂ&nﬂé&@ﬁ
they will attain manifestly perfect buddhahood through all virtuous qualities.
xm’@xaﬁ’qa'gmgam'ﬁﬁ'qa'gm'gsw'@i&t'g'q'%%'rﬂ'P\'qaqqﬁqm'mﬂ’?ﬁf«'&yﬁn’%ﬁﬁqg&«@)

sudbhuti, the so-called virtuous qualities of virtue have been taught by the
tathagatas to be devoid of any phenomenon.

%«'ﬁi}'ﬂ&'i«g&«ﬁ«r@ﬁ

that is why it is called virtuous phenomena.

A A a_A NT D,

again, sudbhuti, if a noble son or daughter were to gather as many gifts as
there are on mount meru, the king of mountains in the great trichiliocosm, and
offer even one four-line verse from this transcendent perfection of wisdom to
others,

m'@xnﬁﬁﬁ&«@'@:ﬁq%m'qﬁﬁaw@'gr\'ﬁg&'?\N’q@&&,xw@!"kfﬁn'ﬁ«g&nxiwf{?m‘a’ﬁ‘ﬂ

sudbhuti, this quantity of merit does not match even a fraction of the former
amount of merit. it does not even bear comparison.

V\q’q‘g’x«z‘ﬁﬁ'ga«%’&mm %’qaqqﬁz‘«m'q%’t,g&'Q'RN'&&N'eﬁ'gaﬁ'QﬁM"rfrﬁN'fﬁ;«'ﬁg&'ﬂ

sudbhuti, do you think that the tathagatas think, i shall liberate sentient beings.
m'@fxﬁ'ﬁfgzimgﬁ

you should not see it in that way, sudbhuti.

eA3=q4

why is that?

xq'@xﬁqaﬁ'qﬁqﬁ'nm'qf(t:ﬁm'qa'&am%ﬁ'ﬁﬂ'ﬂ&&ﬁ&ﬁn&éﬁf}
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sudbhuti, it is because there are no sentient beings who could be liberated by
the tathagatas.

1m’q‘g’xﬂm'E'ﬁqaﬁ'qﬁqmum'&la\m%ﬁqr\m'm'(’a\m'q?jm'nxgxsxq?@r\'?\naqﬂ.ﬁqN’m’i’nﬁq‘@'@?ﬁuxqgﬂ

sudbhuti, if a tathagata were to liberate some sentient beings, they would cling
to the self of the tathagatas.

Q&N'éﬁ'@'q‘\iﬁ'ﬂ'ﬁﬂ §q'@'@‘f\{qw\nl q&'ﬂq'@'ﬁqum@x’x’]
they will cling to sentient beings, to living creatures, and to persons.
xm'q‘g’xn'rﬂ'@'q?ﬁ%«'@'ﬂ'%'?\'q‘?i'ﬁ'm'&!ﬁmxﬁnaﬁqﬁq«u«qy@!'ﬁ'%'m:é&u'ﬁﬁ%ﬁ’ﬁ&&m'@m'ngﬁ{']

sudbhuti, when the tathagata says that there is no grasping at it, childish ordi-
nary beings grasp it.

]m'q‘g/xém'4"@K&%"&;&N'@m’g’q'a'r\ﬁn','ﬁn"'&ﬁu:ﬁqaqqﬁﬂ&i'Am'qg;&'ﬁ %N'ﬁé&'ﬂ'v 5 FE qt\tgq

sudbhuti, childish ordinary beings are so-called because they are taught by the
tathagata to be devoid of creatures.

ﬁn’q‘éﬂt@%@'g&'@'&&N’Né{gﬁg&%ﬁﬂ«'nm'ﬁqaﬁ'qﬁqmnxqrgq&x m’r&é’xéﬂ’q‘ﬁmn]

do you think, sudbhuti, that the tathagatas should be regarded by means of the
excellent marks?

SRy

no, blessed one, it is not.

Néq’gq‘g&%fq&'m\rf‘\'naqqﬁqmux&ng?ﬂ

they should not be regarded as tathagatas because of their excellent marks.

ﬁ%’&'fgqqr\m'@&'qqq‘gmn] m'@x?\'?\na@]

the blessed one replied, sudbhuti, it is so.

Né‘i\@ﬁﬁﬂ gﬂ"l\! N %ﬂaﬁﬂ'ﬁﬂi\! '42'54 qu“’f]

they should not be regarded as tathagatas because of their excellent marks.
]x:!'q‘g’x'qm'6’&5{@{@&'?fq«'ﬂ&'ﬁ'qaqqﬁqm'qx’qrg'nxgx'ﬁ'qFEX‘&N@W&@N'Efw:E\'naﬁ'ﬂﬁq&'uxqu'6’%ﬂm'§'&éq'g§'g&'?£qw'4&\1’3\'1:!8{{5"&
sudbhuti, if one were to view them as tathagatas through the excellence of

their marks, then the universal monarch would also be considered a tathagata
by virtue of their excellence.

]%’ﬁm':1‘534'rgg‘rzﬁ«m%ﬁ:g{q'&:Vq‘g’:@«'ﬁ'gﬁ%«qk?miﬂ
then, senior sudbhuti asked the blessed one,

:!6&1 YFAR Mar AR 2R rﬁ QA q« RS T YR NEFYF YA étqt\f 2 ?\qqﬁ qqﬂ« TR B! ]
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as i understand the meaning of what the blessed one has said, i do not consider
them thus-gone ones because of their excellent marks.

AaA

y?ﬁk\l'm‘é&'gﬁuﬁm@m'ﬁ@é"%ﬂ«'gﬂéﬁ'ﬂ'@%ﬁq’w@gﬂ’\ﬂ

then the blessed one spoke these verses:

~

ISR AR fpeResgred) FE <R

those who see me as form and know me to be sound do not see me, for they
are engaged in wrongful relinquishment.

y&vm@m‘g&&‘%ﬁé&@rﬁg]

the buddhas are seen as intrinsic.

]qiqugsw%'g«'@'ﬁl ﬁk\t'@ﬁ'iﬂ"'qx@'?«qnm ﬁ%’;&ux’ﬁm'&'@q

the dharmakaya of the guides is not something that can be understood, and it
cannot be known.

V\q’a‘g’mﬁ'ggaﬁ'&mm &éq‘gqg&%fq&'Awﬁnaqqﬁm«m'r\g'QQ{&'nwarﬂ'ux“g’n"«x'ﬂ&'«:&'@«"ﬁg&'@'@?ﬁ]
xﬂ'@xéﬁ@&t'?\'rgrﬁnrg'§q

sudbhuti, do not think that the tathagatas, arhats, genuinely perfect buddhas

are endowed with the excellent marks.
xﬂ'@x&éﬁ'@ﬁg&%ﬁq&'nm'f}n%ﬁ'qﬁqm’uﬁgn‘é&'Alwaﬁq'4:‘{'&',&'45’«;&'@&'@&'a'ﬁ'&!ﬁuw:ﬁqu’fm’&'ﬂ&'@&'@q'&‘R/guﬁfn“&ruxm&m@«m&
sudbhuti, the tathagatas, arhats, perfectly enlightened buddhas have not at-

tained manifestly perfect buddhahood in unsurpassed, genuinely perfect en-
lightenment due to their excellent marks.

]r\q’a‘g’xa%'%g&@&ﬂm g&'@q’&&m'ﬁuaﬁqnmwa’ﬁqux’gﬂﬂn'gsm'@N'?émmmaq'g&'nmﬁqq&]
ar\'qxqwmu'g&'@'q‘\éﬁﬂ xn’@xﬁgx&ng’%q

sudbhuti, if you think that those who have embarked on the vehicle of the
bodhisattvas have destroyed or fabricated anything, do not see it in that way.
g&'@q’&m&'ﬁnaﬁqumwa'fﬂ'qr\'@qm'm';\NN'@N'i&'a‘,&mm&'g&'nmﬁq‘meﬂ asﬁqxngwn'&ﬁ"ﬂ

for those who have perfectly embarked on the bodhisattvadyana, there is noth-
ing that can be fabricated or discontinued.

ywa‘m‘@xiq«‘@‘ga&] 241«'@’gﬁ'ﬂ:ﬁj«uﬁq@q@'msw'41&'413’@:51'é'&'%vr\'rﬂ'iﬁ'ﬁég'qﬁ'@wm@qr\'qx{g«'B'gﬁ'n'éﬁunm]

again, sudbhuti, a noble son or daughter may fill world systems as numer-
ous as the sands of the river ganges and offer them with the seven precious
substances.

eyl 2,

sr\'@q'&&wrﬁq'qxaq'?émg&m’qrﬂ'&!ﬁ%:%’q&ﬁnm'q‘a’r\'n'aq'q'ﬁ%rma'?\NN'q@\’ﬁaﬂ'@'@:ﬁ%&v'&f(@'gﬁ‘ﬂ

if bodhisattvas attain acceptance that all phenomena are selfless and non-
arising, they will generate a much greater heap of merit on that basis.
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again, sudbhuti, bodhisattvas should not assume a heap of merit.
ﬁﬁwgqn'm'q‘g/x’@&rqﬁmm

senior sudbhuti replied,
Q‘ga'gq'qﬁm'g:@q'&&wﬁq&x'qi(tﬁw\x'@'@:ﬁﬁa«’g’qg&nx‘im@m:q&'qu

blessed one, do bodhisattvas not acquire a heap of merit?
q%&'fgﬁ'qr\m@quqgwm xza'@xﬁ&&'g’ﬂg&'ﬁﬁ@mﬁq'nx'a?'quz@]

the bless‘e(‘l one replied, sudbhuti, although you have possessed it, you do not
possess it in any way.

%N'qﬁ&&g'qg&'qﬁmsﬁ

that is why it is called upholding.

R R AR FIRT TG

sudbhuti, do you say that the tathagatas come?

F5 & IERNNE| AGAN | &gmw&é{{ﬁ«'?ﬁﬁéxﬂ

you have come, you have arisen, you are seated, and you are exhausted.
A g RN RRREF RG]

thus, they do not understand the meaning of my explanation.

3838=3|

why is that?

m'r{gfxﬁ'qaqqﬁqm'n'@‘m'g'q'%qr\'w\'amgr\] q:ﬁm'gf(&'é’qu&'@xﬁ]

sudbhuti, it is because the tathagatas do not go anywhere, and they do not
come from anywhere.

?\A\x'g'ﬁqﬁqﬂ.ﬁn‘,&u'f\gﬂg&mw:ﬁqur\’g’m‘&x'ﬂ&'«;&'@«ﬁ&g‘rﬁ

that is why it is called the tathagata, the arhat, the perfectly enlightened bud-
dha.

]w\'m'q‘g’xiqm'@'gq&] :“'\41&1'@'g’i’n‘,z\@]N"éﬁqg&'@'gﬂ&ﬁnwaﬁq';q@'m&&'q&ﬁ'gﬂg&&'E’%{tﬁr\'u'?\fﬂ'a?\'rg'@rr\ﬁqgm'g'm'@'?fqz\ma{@@'a

again, sudbhuti, if any noble son or daughter were to split up as many dust
particles as there are in the world systems of the great trichiliocosm, like a
collection of smallest particles,

*’“’@5*"‘%'2'%'”@'&““ 3“'5}'*’3'@'?g“]“";\ﬂqq'a‘ﬂ'ﬁm

sudbhuti, do you think that this collection of smallest particles is great?
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so it is, blessed one, replied subhuti.

5@!'g'xq'@'?fﬂk\r?\'&qu&rﬁ

the number of such particles is much greater.

RRRE ARG

why is that?

Q‘s’s«'r,uﬁ'qﬁm'qm'g'gqm'ﬁqmé«uxgxﬂ Q‘éﬂ'rﬁ'qﬁ«'@&rim'g'm'@'?fn',&ﬁ«'qfqa'%gm'qa'ﬁﬁ@ﬁ

because, blessed one, if there were an assembly, you would not declare it to
be a collection of smallest particles.

RRRE RG]
why is that?
q‘s’a«'gq@a«‘@&'im'51'x:r@'?fqm'@«'q:ﬂg&«'wﬁgﬂu'&'&%N'ﬂ:i\'tzaﬁqﬁq&l'mm'qg&«'ua'gﬁ@'%q

it is because the thus-gone one has taught that the aggregates of the smallest
particles do not exist.

%“"i’if“'ﬂ'*"'@'gﬂ“@“'@gl
that is why it is called a collection of smallest particles.
]?\'qaﬁ'qﬁm&l'n«rlga'qg&'@"Ag’aéﬁ"fﬁqﬁq'35@'%1«1'@‘N'qf\'qgwn'?\'m&w'54'&13,4\1'nx?\naﬁ'qﬁm&quﬁw'@]

the thus-gone one has said that the world systems of the great trichiliocosm
are devoid of elements.

?\N'ﬁ'ﬁr\'qg&!'@ﬁr\éﬁiﬁq?ﬂ'gﬁ'@'ms&\@mn@?ﬁ

that is why it is called the trichiliocosm.

R NG

why is that?

Q‘gﬂ'gq’qﬁ&rqm'ﬁ'mamﬁq'&%&rﬂxg&’ﬂ %’%ﬁim’ﬂxq?ﬂxqunagﬁiﬁ

because, blessed one, if elements were present, they would be held in high
regard.

]?\'qaﬁ'qﬁm&l'rw'im"ﬁxa‘iﬁ'uxqaqgw'4'?\'a‘\éq'u'&'&%&1'nx'?\'qaﬂ'qaq&qugwﬂ

the thus-gone one has taught that anything that is grasped as a whole is not
grasped.

P\N'ﬁ'im'il’rq‘l\i’ﬁ'q'am'n@?ﬂ

that is why we call them held in high regard.
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the blessed one replied, sudbhuti, grasping at a singular thing is an conven-
tional expression.

ERF iR Ryl %‘m&@&'m'ﬁ"(@‘%’q’g&w@&'qg’r\’rf]

since that phenomenon is indescribable, even childish ordinary beings grasp
it.

R R RRSY JRA TR g AR

sudbhuti, if someone were to say that the tathagatas have taught that there is
a view of self,

oA ey K] Tg Y] R RN REsy)

the tathagata has said that there are views of sentient beings, views of living
creatures, and views of persons.

m"{g&'ﬁwr{ﬁﬂ'ux'g'q&’%n'ﬁ!qqm

sudbhuti, are you speaking with a genuine teaching?

qu‘g’:@«'q“ﬁmm q‘s’&‘gﬁuﬁt\!'ﬁ'&mqw{q

no, blessed one, it does not, replied subhuti.

[RARRAr AR

bliss-gone one, that is not the case.

RRRERRCE

why is that?
:!%/&rﬂ,ﬁ'qﬁ&\r?\'nagqﬁqwuﬂ'q:ﬂ'@'g'q:ﬂnqgatv':r?\'a‘_;r:l'&'&%A\t’qxi\naqﬂﬁqw'um'qgam'qa'gﬁi'%q

blessed one, it is because the thus-gone one has taught that believing in a self
is devoid of any view.

RERNIEAL AR

that is why it is called the view of self.

]qg&!'gﬁ"?"\N'@N'Q’qq'gN'ﬂi Kﬂ"?g’{g&'@q '&Y&N'ﬁﬂaﬁﬂ'ﬂ"ﬂ'Nﬁﬁﬂ'ﬂx’@ﬂ"l\!'KYN"?%"%’K%(N'ENN'6"\'»1:14\1'4?@'“%"QK'@'§N'4X§'%'I
the blessed one replied, sudbhuti, those who have embarked on the vehicle of

the bodhisattvas should understand, consider, and be intent on all phenomena
in this way.

%’ﬁm’?&f«g'@@ﬁ«umw:&'%wqﬁ'ﬂgxﬁt\tux’gﬁ

they should develop conviction in such a way that they do not dwell on any
notion of phenomena.
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why is that?
m'aé’x'?ﬁ/&\l'ﬁ'aﬁﬁ‘k\l'gm'gq@'ﬁm'@{«’g’qﬁ’qﬁﬁ‘ﬂ'&ﬁmx?\’qaqqﬁqﬂum'qﬁ&m‘na'éxﬁ]

sudbhuti, it is because the conception of phenomena as phenomena and phe-
nomena has been taught by the tathagata to be devoid of conceptions.

AvaERyry NG

that is why it is called the perception of phenomena.
]NR’RRI'@X@R’@Q'&I&YN"\HR’&Y&!N'ﬁﬂq'%ﬁ'?fﬂf\ﬁk\l'REE‘%cﬁ'@'m&&\!'f\ﬂﬂ'@'&ﬁ%f-’(i}?k\l'&!f\'ﬂ"\ﬂﬂ

again, sudbhuti, there are countless, innumerable world systems in which great
bodhisattva beings

iﬁiﬁg'qa@«'m'@'q(ﬂx@m’ﬁgﬁ'qéﬁ'mm1

filled with the seven precious substances,

2:1«'@'31&‘ 341«'@’g’i‘qzzi\w'ﬁ‘N’m'@'m”{m;@'@ﬁu'q%m&'ﬂ'ﬁ'?{ﬂ'na'qa"?éqm'gﬂef\u’%&gr\&q«]
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a noble son or daughter who receives even one four-line verse from this tran-

scendent perfection of wisdom, retains it, reads it, masters it, and teaches it
extensively to others,

%‘5}3‘&1@%m&uKﬁ&N'%m’s@ﬁgm’&ﬁnﬂ'@'@ﬁun%ﬁﬁ

it is on this basis that immeasurably and unfathomably much merit has been
generated.

[Byxuwsqqaxza g X5

how do bodhisattvas teach it?

Ryxumnaxag A iy

it is like not teaching correctly.

Avgumaa R g Eqagesd]

that is why it is called authentic instruction.

]ﬂ(’&!'ﬁﬂaﬂ'&!x’&!'f\f\" @a«%mn@gv\fq @m&ﬁqr\r\gﬁggx] ﬁ@g&'ﬁ'gxqg'qxg]

one should view the compounded as if it were stars, constellations, lamps,
magical displays, bubbles, dreams, lightning, and clouds.

]:1%/&!'gﬁ'fzf\m'@N’%‘ﬁﬁ%mn’qq’%{mq&t1

when the blessed one had thus spoken,
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the elder sudbhuti, the bodhisattvas, and the fourfold retinue of bhiksus, bhik-
sunis, upasakas, and upasikas, as well as the world with its gods, humans,
asuras, and gandharvas, rejoiced and praised what the blessed one had said.

]qrdcr]&i'4'4‘1«'z:r@'kt’fm’@'@qﬂ"{i'ﬂ%ﬁuﬁ«gm'ﬁqﬂ%ﬁﬁ&*&%«"«ﬂ1 i

this completes the noble great vehicle sutra destroyer of the vajra in the per-
fection of insight.

39



